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Dear visitor,

Welcome to the via ferrata on Shepherds Bluff. Please review the following rules for use before beginning your ascent.

Visitor Rules for Use

“Via Ferrata Shepherds Bluff”

Operator: City of Děčín, Děčín City Hall, Mírové nám. 1175/5, 405 38 Děčín IV, Czech Republic

Visitor: Any person accessing Via Ferrata Shepherds Bluff (hereafter “via ferrata”), the area at its base, or any of its ascent routes.

RESTRICTIONS
1. Access to the via ferrata is prohibited during inclement weather – rain, storms, snow, and limited visibility. The site is closed for the winter (see sign).

2. Access is not allowed when under the influence of alcohol and intoxicating substances.

3. Do not damage the via ferrata. In case of damage, the city will prosecute for any expenses incurred for repair.

4. Camping and campfires are prohibited.

5. Leaving a cable midway to access a ledge or cliff face without anchoring is prohibited, as is climbing between cable routes. Unanchored climbers place themselves and others in danger.

6. Access is not allowed for children under the age of 15 years unless in the company of an adult, who is responsible for them at all times.

7. Access is not allowed for beginners without a guide.

8. Access to the inspection platforms on the cliff face is prohibited. The platforms are not part of the attraction.

9. There is no access with tools and maintenance equipment without the prior written agreement of the operator.

VISITOR RESPONSIBILITIES
1. The via ferrata is an anchored climbing installation serving as a recreational attraction. All visitors must review and respect these rules for use.

2. Visitors engage in this activity at their own risk. It should be borne in mind that use of the via ferrata poses heightened health and safety risks. 
3. Visitors must utilize good quality, functioning, certified via ferrata equipment meeting European CE EN standards. Each visitor is responsible for their own equipment and is obligated to check it before each use. Minimal equipment includes sturdy footwear, a via ferrata harness, a via ferrata set with an energy absorber, a safety helmet, and climbing gloves.

4. Practice basic safety when on the via ferrata. Always use both carabiners; when transferring to the next section after the anchor, at least one carabiner must be connected at all times.

5. To secure yourself on the bridge (Route 10 – Charles Bridge), use both guide cables. Secure yourself with one carabiner on the left cable and a second on the right.

6. The via ferrata is one-way, going up. To return to the bottom, you may use the hiking paths.

7. Each numbered route is marked with a difficulty level from the easiest, grade “A,” to the most difficult, “E.” The informational tablet also shows the average ascent length both in meters and hours.

8. When climbing with children, you must use a secured lanyard. Most energy absorbers are not meant for individuals weighing less than 45 kg and injury is possible.

9. Children should always use a full or combined harness.

10. Check your pockets – mobile telephones, MP3 players, cameras, coins, and other items dropped from above can cause serious injury.

11. Each visitor on the via ferrata should check the condition of the installation (steel cables, hooks, anchors) as they proceed. If visitors notice a defect, they must exit the via ferrata safely and inform the operator at ferrata@mmdecin.cz.

12. Any person who witnesses a violation of these rules must call the violator’s attention to the problem. If the violator refuses to comply, the municipal police must be informed – call 156.
13. The via ferrata is not meant for use by those with physical or emotional handicaps. The installation may not be used by those with conditions affecting their mobility, motor skills, stability, and spatial perception. Use of the equipment by those with such limitations may put them at risk of injury or death.

14. The gap between climbers must be at least 5 meters. And there must always be at least one free segment between climbers.

15. Visitors are accountable for any damage suffered by a third party as a result of their failure to follow these rules.
16. The operator recommends working in pairs on the via ferrata when coming to the aid of others.

17. No littering.

OPERATOR RIGHTS

1. The operator is not responsible for injury or damage resulting from risk factors typical for a via ferrata.

2. The operator is not responsible for items left unattended.

3. The operator reserves the right to expel from the site any person violating these rules of use, neglecting basic safety, disregarding common decency, or endangering other visitors.

Enjoy your experience on the via ferrata.

Operator: City of Děčín, tel. +420 412 593 326
Emergency telephone numbers:

EMERGENCY SERVICES 112 – MUNICIPAL POLICE 156 – 

POLICE 158 –AMBULANCE 155 – FIRE DEPT. 150

